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The Concept of Self-Body Image in Contemporary Feminist
Arts

Abstract:

Since the sixties, Conceptual and Performance Arts have
been dominated the global art scene and had a great impact on
Western and Eastern Feminist Art. Due to the great success of
second-wave feminism, many of the female artists managed to
keep up with their male counterparts and to freely express their
ideas. The paper argues that female Arab artists are
conceptualizing the self-body image with religious and social
ideologies to eradicate the negative stereotypes of Arab women in
the Western mindset, and to minimize the gap between East and
West. This research discusses four works of art: two Western
Artworks (Reneé Cox and Janine Antoni), and two Eastern ones
(Raeda Saadeh and Jannane al-Ani). Even though these examples
come from different worlds, they have a lot in common. All of
which were made by female artists, using the self-body image, and
examining contemporary women’s issues. The paper concludes
that Western female artists share similar religious and social
concerns with their Eastern counterparts, especially concerning
patriarchy, and they tend to utilize satire and shock factors in their
artworks. Both parties differ in the way treat the self-body image
when dealing with political or sexual issues; Arab female artists
are more conservative. (200)

Keywords: Conceptual Art, Feminist Art, Body-Image,
Performance Art, and Self-Body Image.
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