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The Poetic Quintain (al-Mukhammas) of lbn Zaydon:

Rhythmic Artistic Study

Dr. Khalid Omer Mohammed Bawazir

Abstract

The Arabic quintain (al-mukhammas) is considered one of the innovative forms and
styles in the music of Arabic poetry, particularly in terms of diversifying the rhyme
scheme and creating alternating rhythms between the parts and segments of the al-
Mukhammas poem. This study addresses the definition of this poetic genre, both
lexically and contextually, its structure and form, and its relation to the art of tawshih.
Additionally, we examine the manifestations of renewal within this poetic form through
the work of Ibn Zaydon, the most prominent poet of Andalusia in the 5th Hijri century
(the era of the kings of taifas — muluk al-tawa'if), who transitioned from tawshih to al—
mukhammas.

Following an analytical approach that reveals the poetics of the Zaydonian quintain
stylistically, rhythmically, and functionally, this study is divided into three sections. The
first section discusses its lexical and contextual definitions and forms; the second
focuses on its artistic expressions; and the third examines its rhythmic structure. The
study concludes that the experience of the Zaydonian quintain (al-mukhammas)
represents an attempt at musical renewal and an artistic shift within the framework of
poetic art, achieving two dimensions: an emotional dimension through its experience

and a musical dimension stemming from the nature of its structure.

Keywords: al-mukhammas, quintain, rhyme, rhythm, poetic, renewal, Ibn Zaydon
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