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The Role of School Principal’s Leadership Style in Improving
Students’ achievement Level in High-School Diploma Exam in
Bethlehem Public Schools

Abstract:

The study aimed to demonstrate the relationship between the leadership styles
of public secondary school principals in Bethlehem Governorate and the level of
students’ achievement in the high school exam. The descriptive, correlational
approach was used, and the researcher adopted a questionnaire specifically for
the three leadership styles (democratic, autocratic, and non-interference
leadership). The number of members of the study population was (50) male and
female principals; and the number of members of the sample was (35). The
results showed that there is no correlation between the level of students’
achievement in the high-school exam and the leadership style of the school
principal. It is attributed to the variables (gender of the principal, years of
experience, gender of the school, and number of students). It also showed that
the prevailing leadership style among public secondary school principals in the
Bethlehem Governorate is the democratic style, in the first place, followed by the
autocratic style, while the laissez-faire style came in last place. There was a
relationship between the gender of the school and the level of achievement in
favor of female schools. The study recommended training and guiding school
principals to follow the democratic style in exercising leadership and staying

away from the autocratic and non-interference styles.

Key words: Leadership styles, Level of achievement, public school principals.
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