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The level of reflective thinking among the students of the
University of Jordan in the light of the variables of academic
level, college and gender

Abstract

The aim of this study was to define the level of reflective
thinking among the students at the University of Jordan and the
degree of its development during the undergraduate stage starting
from year 1 to 4, in addition to investigating the differences in
reflective thinking in light of gender and faculty among a sample
of 480 male and female students. A self-report scale assessing
reflective thinking skills was developed, with two dimensions:
reflection and critical reflection. Then, the scale was administered
on a preliminary sample to confirm its reliability and validity. The
main findings indicated that, first, the level of reflective thinking
among the students of the University of Jordan is moderate, and
38.6% of the students reached the level of mastery, whereas 61.4%
of the students did not reach this level. Second, there was no effect
for the level of students on reflective thinking; there was no
difference between student groups in year one to four. Finally, no
main effects for gender, faculty, or interactive effects for the three
independent factors were found.
Keywords: Thinking, Reflective thinking, Higher education, the

University of Jordan, Gender differences.
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