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Freedom in Islam: its doctrinal, methodological,
and moral controls

Abstract

This study aimed to elucidate the conceptualization of freedom within the Islamic
context, scrutinizing the doctrinal, methodological, and moral controls that
delineate its boundaries. Employing a descriptive inductive methodology
deemed most fitting in alignment with the study's inherent nature and aims, this
study yielded several pivotal findings. Foremost among these findings is the
emphasis within Islamic jurisprudence on the non-absolute nature of freedom,
positing it as a conscientious and regulated facet of behavior. Within this
framework, individuals are expected not to contravene the tenets of religion, the
bounds of rationality, the parameters of moral conduct, or the collective welfare.
Departure from these delineations renders one accountable and liable, subject
to restraints and corrective measures, thereby averting harm to both the
individual and the community. Islam, in its precepts, establishes parameters and
constants governing freedom, binding upon individuals irrespective of their
social or occupational standing. Violation of these norms designates one as a
transgressor, potentially harmful to society. These constraints effectively
moderate and confine freedom in a manner that is both rational and coherent,
safeguarding against harm to the individual and society at large. The study
underscores the imperative of adhering to these bounds, asserting that such
adherence not only presents an accurate portrayal of Islam to non-Muslims but
also contributes to societal amelioration, facilitating the realization of communal

objectives.

Keywords: freedom - doctrinal controls - methodological controls - moral

controls
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