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Length and Poetic Experience: A Reading of Ibn al-Rumi's
Poem Reproaching His Friend Abu al-Qasim al-Shattarangi

Abstract

The length of a literary work has long been a significant concern for literary
critics, who have examined its role in literature broadly, and in poetry
specifically, often linking it to the poetic experience and the poet's artistic
capabilities. Critical perspectives on this issue have varied widely. This study
attempts to explore the concept of length through the work of a poet
renowned for the extended form of his compositions—namely, the Abbasid
poet |Ibn al-Rumi, a key figure in Arabic long-form poetry. The focus is on a
particular poem in which Ibn al-Rumi reproaches his friend Abu al-Qasim al-
Shattarangi, analyzing how length contributes to the poem’s poetic and
creative depth. The research study begins with a general discussion of length
in literary works, referencing views from both ancient and modern critics. It
then moves to an applied analysis of the poem through four main dimensions
where Ibn al-Rumi's skill in sustaining length is evident: the relationship
between length and theme, length and poetic meter, length and rhyme, and
length and poetic emotion. A descriptive and analytical approach is employed

throughout the study. The paper concludes with a set of key findings.

Keywords: Length, poetic experience, Ibn al-Rumi, Abbasid poetry.
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