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“The Practical Strategy Proposed by Majed Al-Kilani in His Book "
Thus Emerged the Generation of Saladin, and Thus Jerusalem
Returned To confront the absolute evil practiced against the
Palestinian people in general, and the people of Gaza in particular.

Abstract:

Dr. Majed Al-Kilani authored his book "Thus Emerged the Generation of
Saladin, and Thus Jerusalem Returned" during a historical era in which
Jerusalem was under occupation—after it had been liberated by Salah al-Din
al-Ayyubi—as if to ask: How can we liberate Jerusalem once again after its
occupation? At that time, Arab and Muslim nations were calling out: “When
will Jerusalem be freed?”

As stated by Dr. Majed Al-Kilani at the beginning of his book, this work is an
invitation to re-read our history, draw inspiration from its successful models,
and understand the divine laws governing change. He emphasizes that the
phenomenon of Salah al-Din was not merely an extraordinary individual act of
heroism; rather, it was the culmination, conclusion, and inevitable result of
renewal efforts and the striving of the Muslim Ummah (nation). It was the fruit
of one hundred years of reform and renewal attempts, thus serving as a
model that can be replicated in every age.

Majed Al-Kilani did not view Salah al-Din as an individual, but rather focused
on the generation from which Salah al-Din emerged. He discussed the state
of the Islamic nation before Jerusalem was occupied, particularly examining
its political, economic, social, and intellectual conditions.

He then transitioned to the historical period in which the scholar Abu Hamid
Al-Ghazali lived. Al-Ghazali observed that knowledge had lost its essence,
and scholars and students of knowledge had neglected the importance of
spiritual purification (tazkiyah). Therefore, Imam Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali wrote
his famous book Ihya Ulum al-Din ("Revival of the Religious Sciences"),
seemingly aiming to revive the spirit of the Ummah in general, and religious
knowledge in particular. He noted that religious sciences had lost their
essence—the very element capable of reviving the soul and life of the
Ummah.

The Holy Quran affirms that cosmic laws are subject to change, as God says:
"Indeed, Allah does not change the condition of a people until they change
what is in themselves." (Surah Ar-Ra'd, 13:11).

True change cannot occur without establishing an Islamic state governed by
the Sharia (Islamic law), which includes sincere Islamic leadership,
adherence to Islamic rulings and their implementation, building a foundation
of faith and education, and fostering military jihad.

The significance of this research lies in the current challenges facing Arab
and Muslim nations—particularly their dependence upon and submission to
Western powers in general, and the United States in particular, especially
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regarding imposed decisions, interference in internal and external policies,
and the oppression faced by Palestinians, especially the people of Gaza. It is
essential for contemporary scholars and political leaders to learn from the
historical experiences of past Islamic nations, identifying the mistakes made
by previous scholars and leaders that led to colonial domination over all
sectors of society. The goal is to move toward a new phase of reform,
renewal, and empowerment of the Ummah, restoring Arab dignity and pride.
In this study, we have traced this strategy, outlined its features, and drawn
lessons applicable to our present reality and future aspirations.

This research consists of an introduction, three main chapters (each
containing three).
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